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Brief information about the participants  
Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer is hosting the discussions. He 
has been involved in six different EU projects, two of which as an 
evaluator. His research covers both transport safety for vulnerable 
road users and research in the field of autism. You can find his 
publications here: Torbjorn Falkmer - Google Scholar website. His 
visiting professorship at Lund University is affiliated with the Faculty 
of Medicine, and these talks have been organised as part of the 
professorship.  

Dr Anna-Karin Wihlborg works at the Research Service at Lund 
University. The Research Service provides assistance and support to 
researchers, research groups, administrators, and university and 
faculty management on matters relating to external research funding. 
Research Services has particular responsibility for the EU’s 
Framework Programmes for Research. She has a background as an 
active researcher and has also worked for many years outside 
academia. You can find her publications here: Anna-Karin Wihlborg - 
Google Scholar website.   

Professor Susanne Iwarsson has held the Ribbing Chair in Geriatric 
Care and Gerontology at the Faculty of Medicine, Lund University, 
since 2005. She established and has coordinated the Centre for Ageing 
and Supportive Environments (CASE) and the research area 
‘Proactive Ageing’. Since 2014, she has coordinated the National 
Graduate School on Ageing and Health, SWEAH. Ageing and health 
are the focus of research into age-friendly societies, both in Sweden 
and internationally. She has participated in three EU projects, one of 
which as coordinator, as well as in two other European projects. Her 
publications can be found here: Susanne Iwarsson - Google Scholar 
website.  

Associate Professor Agneta Malmgren Fänge is a former Head of 
Department at the Department of Health Sciences at Lund University. 
Her research focuses on various interventions in housing for older 
people and people with disabilities. This includes both mainstream 
housing and specialised accommodation, as well as the development 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=yPBn-O4AAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=gVmnCMYAAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=gVmnCMYAAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=xaGO0kQAAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=xaGO0kQAAAAJ
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of ICT-based training platforms to support staff and implementation 
strategies within municipal health and social care. She has participated 
in five EU projects, one of which as Principal Investigator. Her 
publications can be found here: Agneta Malmgren Fänge - Google 
Scholar website.  

Associate Professor Anna Anund is the research director of the 
Human Factors in Transportation Systems unit at The Swedish 
National Road and Transport Research Institute (VTI). She also serves 
on the board of K2. Anna’s main fields of study are traffic safety, with 
a focus on driver fatigue, as well as future transportation systems that 
prioritize human factors and incorporate automated vehicles and 
digital systems. She is an associate professor at the Department of 
Rehabilitation Medicine at Linköping University, specializing in 
Traffic Medicine. She has participated in five EU projects, two of 
which she was the coordinator for. You can find her publications here: 
Anna Anund - Google Scholar Website. 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=8N3yEPQAAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=8N3yEPQAAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=v5pqnK0AAAAJ
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Episode 1: What is an EU project? 
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Dr Anna-Karin 
Wihlborg and Professor Susanne Iwarsson.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation 
Horizon Europe: Horizon Europe is the EU’s framework programme 
for research and innovation. It is a seven-year programme that has 
been launched with a budget of €95.5 billion to invest in innovative 
projects that contribute to a fair and prosperous future for people and 
the planet. To achieve this, Horizon Europe will strengthen the link 
between scientific and technological innovation, whilst addressing key 
societal challenges set out in the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
aim is to boost European leadership in innovation and 
entrepreneurship through world-class research. Furthermore, it 
removes barriers to development and enables collaboration between 
the public and private sectors to deliver innovations. 

The Swedish Research Council is a government agency that 
promotes and supports research in Sweden. Its main task is to fund 
research projects through competitive grants, thereby ensuring that 
researchers have the resources needed to advance knowledge and 
innovation in various fields. The agency also plays a key role in 
evaluating and promoting high-quality research, which contributes to 
Sweden’s position as a leader in scientific development. 

Vinnova is Sweden’s innovation agency, responsible for promoting 
sustainable growth in Sweden by enhancing the competitiveness of 
businesses and the public sector. The agency provides funding and 
support for research, development and innovation projects that address 
societal challenges and drive economic growth. Vinnova plays a 
crucial role in coordinating innovation efforts across different sectors 
and promotes collaboration between academia, industry and 
government. 

Forte is the Swedish Research Council for Health, Working Life and 
Welfare. The agency focuses on supporting research aimed at 
improving the health and quality of life of individuals and 
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communities. Forte funds high-quality research projects, promotes 
collaboration between academia and the professional world, and 
strives to translate research findings into practical applications that 
can improve welfare and working life in Sweden. 

Episode 2: What should I do if I want to participate as 
a partner or lead applicant in an EU project? 
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Associate 
Professor Anna Anund and Professor Susanne Iwarsson.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation  
Industrial partners in EU projects are partners from the business 
sector who take part in EU-funded projects. These partners can range 
from small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to large 
corporations which, together with universities, public authorities and 
organisations, for example, work to develop new methods, research 
findings or products. EU projects often bring together academia, 
industry and, in some cases, public sector bodies to ensure both 
scientific progress and societal benefits. 

Demonstrators are often physical or digital pilot facilities designed to 
test new technologies and solutions. For example, large-scale pilot 
projects for smart communities were developed, utilising results from 
previous EU projects to promote platforms for digital services in rural 
areas. Another example is a demonstration environment for testing 
advanced manufacturing technology to meet industry’s need for 
expertise in automation and robotics.  

Call text: EU calls for proposals are challenge-driven and play a 
crucial role in the commitment to promoting research, innovation and 
cooperation between Member States. Their importance is underscored 
by the need to mobilise resources to address pressing challenges, such 
as health, climate change, technological advances and social inclusion. 
Within Horizon Europe, a call is a call for proposals – a public 
invitation from the European Commission to submit project proposals 
within a specific area. Each call contains several different topics – 
specific subjects or focus areas – and it is to these that applicants 
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specifically direct their proposals. These describe the problem or need 
to be addressed, the expected outcomes sought, and the type of project 
that may be funded. 

Episode 3: How do I apply? 
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Associate 
Professor Anna Anund and Professor Susanne Iwarsson.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation  
The EU’s work packages (WPs) are defined components of a project 
that break down the overall work into manageable tasks, each with a 
specific objective and deliverables. They form the backbone of a 
project plan and describe how the project will achieve its objectives 
through a series of interlinked activities, often including project 
management, research, development and dissemination. 

Horizon Europe activities focus on scientific and technological 
excellence and fund a range of research and innovation projects to 
address societal challenges and support the green and digital 
transitions. Key activities include funding the European Research 
Council (ERC), the European Innovation Council (EIC) and the 
European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT); supporting 
researcher mobility; and implementing the EU’s missions to address 
specific objectives. 

Horizon Europe has several types of deliverables, typically 
categorised as R (Documents, reports), DEM (Demonstrators, pilots, 
prototypes), DEC (Dissemination activities such as websites or 
videos), DATA (Datasets) and DMP (Data Management Plans). In 
addition, some projects may use OTHER for items such as software or 
technical diagrams. Deliverables are legally binding and must be 
specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound (SMART). 

Milestones in EU projects (e.g. Horizon Europe) are checkpoints that 
mark key stages in the project’s implementation. They are used to 
demonstrate that the project is on track and that certain conditions 
have been met before the next phase can begin. 
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Whilst tasks in this context refer to specific work duties, activities 
and measures included, tasks may also encompass duties within a 
broad spectrum of activities; from project management (e.g. preparing 
grant agreements, managing budgets, submitting reports) to thematic 
work (e.g. research on health or transport). The specific tasks depend 
on the project’s objectives and the EU funding programme under 
which it is carried out. A work package comprises several different 
tasks that result in deliverables 

Horizon Europe aims to achieve significant impact and substantial 
economic growth, as well as societal benefits, through research and 
innovation. It promotes economic growth by creating jobs, stimulating 
business development and enhancing competitiveness. The societal 
impact is achieved by addressing global challenges such as climate 
change and promoting scientific excellence through high-quality new 
knowledge. In the context of the call for proposals, this refers to the 
project’s specific contribution to the expected impacts as described in 
the call. Impacts usually emerge some time after the project has 
ended. 

The call text is the document published by the EU to set out official 
requests from the European Commission and various EU bodies, 
encouraging public and private organisations to submit applications 
for funding for innovative initiatives. These EU calls play a crucial 
role in the commitment to promoting research, innovation and 
cooperation between Member States. Their importance is underscored 
by the need to mobilise resources to address pressing challenges, such 
as health, climate change, technological progress and social inclusion. 
Further details are provided in the factsheet for Section 2.  

Whilst the discussion focuses on how an application must be coherent 
in all its parts, i.e. coherence, Horizon Europe coherence aims to 
ensure that the programme’s various components work together and 
complement other EU policies in order to avoid conflicts and 
maximise impact. This is achieved by promoting synergies between 
internal components, such as partnerships, missions and clusters, and 
external policies such as EU Cohesion Policy (EU website).  

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/what/investment-policy_en?etrans=fr


Page 8 of 10 

 

 

Episode 4: How do you work on an EU project? 
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Associate 
Professor Anna Anund and Professor Susanne Iwarsson.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation  
A grant agreement is a contract between the European Commission 
and the project beneficiary that sets out the scope of the project, its 
budget and reporting requirements. A Consortium Agreement is a 
private, internal agreement between the project partners themselves 
that specifies their specific rights, responsibilities and internal 
operational rules, such as the distribution of payments and 
management structure, whilst the Grant Agreement sets out the 
overarching rules. The Grant Agreement takes precedence over the 
Consortium Agreement. 

IPR (Intellectual Property Rights) in EU projects: 

• Definition: IPR covers all data, knowledge and other intellectual 
property, whether or not protected by law, created during a project 
(known as ‘Results’) and all IP contributed to the project prior to its 
commencement (known as ‘Background’). 

• Rules: The EU grant agreement sets out general rules, but a separate 
consortium agreement is often required for participants to specify 
ownership, access rights and other intellectual property issues. 

• Management: Participants are expected to manage IP strategically in 
order to protect and exploit the project results. This includes drawing 
up an IP management strategy that outlines protection measures and 
how the results will be used and disseminated.  

• Ownership: Generally speaking, participants who create the results 
own them. If several participants create results jointly, they may have 
joint ownership.  

Fitbit is a wearable activity tracker. 

The GDPR, or the General Data Protection Regulation, is an EU law 
that harmonises data protection and the security of personal data. It 



Page 9 of 10 

 

 

sets a standard for how organisations collect, process and store 
personal data relating to EU citizens and gives individuals greater 
control over their data. The regulation also sets out penalties for non-
compliance and applies to all organisations worldwide that process 
data relating to EU citizens. 

The Swedish Research Council is a government agency that 
promotes and supports research in Sweden. Its main task is to fund 
research projects through competitive grants, thereby ensuring that 
researchers have the resources needed to advance knowledge and 
innovation in various fields. The agency also plays a key role in 
evaluating and promoting high-quality research, which contributes to 
Sweden’s position as a leader in scientific development. 

A data management plan, i.e. Data Management Plan (DMP), is a 
formal document that describes how research data will be managed 
throughout the project’s lifecycle, from its initial collection and 
storage to its final sharing and preservation. Creating a DMP ensures 
that data is secure, well-organised and complies with ethical and legal 
requirements, and that it is managed transparently to enable open 
access, reuse and long-term preservation in accordance with the FAIR 
principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable). This makes 
it easier to manage and share data effectively during and after a 
project. 

Episode 5: How do you close an EU project?  
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Associate 
Professor Anna Anund and Professor Susanne Iwarsson.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation 
"Go/no-go" in EU projects refers to a critical decision point, used at 
key milestones to assess a project’s viability before it proceeds to the 
next phase, such as a large-scale demonstration or implementation. 
This evaluation determines whether funding and work should 
continue, based on whether the project’s objectives are being met and 
the necessary conditions—such as detailed plans, permits and a sound 
business plan—have been secured. This process is mandatory in 
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certain programmes to mitigate risks and ensure that resources are 
used effectively. 

Every approved EU project is assigned a dedicated Project Officer. 
They assist during the contracting process and monitor and manage 
the operational and administrative aspects throughout the project. 
They track progress, update status reports, manage schedules, monitor 
expenditure and support the coordinator in implementing plans. Only 
the project coordinator is in contact with the project officer. 

A consortium agreement is a private, internal agreement between the 
project partners themselves that sets out their specific rights, 
responsibilities and internal operating rules, such as the allocation of 
payments and the management structure, whilst the grant agreement is 
between the consortium and the European Commission and lays down 
the overarching rules.  

Episode 6: What is the Faculty of Medicine at Lund 
University’s view on EU projects? 
Participants: Visiting Professor Torbjörn Falkmer, Dr Anna-Karin 
Wihlborg and Associate Professor Agneta Malmgren Fänge.  

Terms and abbreviations used in the conversation 
Research Services at Lund University provides assistance and 
support to researchers, research groups, administrators, and university 
and faculty management on matters relating to external research 
funding, university-wide research communication, and postgraduate 
education. They have particular responsibility for the EU’s 
Framework Programmes for Research, US government funding 
bodies, and certain Swedish funding bodies. Further information is 
available at Research Services – Lund University website. 

 

https://www.staff.lu.se/research-and-education/research-support/research-funding
https://www.staff.lu.se/research-and-education/research-support/research-funding
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